
BECOME A PATIENT RESOURCE 
FOR THE MUSCO INITIATIVE

About MUSCO

MUSCO is a collaborative approach between the major paediatric institutions of CHU Sainte-Justine, its Marie Enfant 
Rehabilitation Centre, the Montreal Children’s Hospital and Shriners Hospitals for Children — Canada, with the support of the 
Mirella & Lino Saputo Foundation.

The Initiative began from the observation that children who have musculoskeletal disorders and require complex care often 
face access difficulties throughout their care journey and in their social integration. Each partner shares the desire to make life 
easier for patients and families who use their facility, and each partner wants to make a difference in improving their quality of 
life. This is about ensuring access for the right patients, in the right institutions, at the right time, for the best care. The 
objective is to transform the care and services provided to families through an inclusive, innovative, transdisciplinary and 
collaborative approach.

In total, some twenty projects are being developed within the institutions or in a collaborative manner. To name a few: an 
annual event is organized each year to inform families about specific diagnoses, a working group is looking at care trajectories, 
and a resource has been recruited to facilitate inter-establishment patient transfers. For more information: musco.ca

For all of these projects, the Initiative's goal is to place the voice of families at the heart of the discussions in order to best meet 
their needs. For this reason, MUSCO is constantly recruiting Resource Patients.

Your role, as a Patient Resource

The mandate of a Patient Resource will be to actively participate in the interdisciplinary working groups of the projects in which 
they are involved, in order to comment on the issues and co-construct solutions with the whole group. They will be able to give 
advice, formulate opinions and make recommendations on the project, ensuring that the interests of the patient and his/her 
family are at the heart of the concerns. In this context, they are always committed to acting for the collective good and not for 
their own interests. 

The qualities sought are to have experiential knowledge from their care experience. They must also have the capacity and 
openness to put their personal skills at the service of the project concerned. 

The involvement of the Patient Resource varies according to the projects in which they participate. On average, the 
involvement is of one hour and a half every two months. Their involvement is in various forms (emails, phone calls, presence in 
(virtual) meetings...) and according to the preferences of the Resource Patients. 
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